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Questions have arisen about how the tolling provision in the Chief 

Justice’s Order of March 14, 2020, Declaring Statewide Judicial 

Emergency applies to statutes of limitation. Simply put, the tolling of a 

statute of limitation suspends the running of the period of limitation, but 

it does not reset the period of limitation. If the period of limitation for a 

particular cause of action commenced prior to March 14, 2020—that is, if 

the “clock” had started to run before the entry of the Chief Justice’s 

order—the running of the period of limitation was suspended on March 

14, and the running of the period will resume when the tolling provision 

of the March 14 declaration has expired or is otherwise terminated. If the 

event that triggers the running of a period of limitation occurred on or 

after March 14—that is, if the “clock” had not started to run before a 

statewide judicial emergency was declared—the period of limitation will 

not begin to run until the tolling provision of the March 14 declaration 

has expired or is otherwise terminated. In either circumstance, whatever 

time remained in the period of limitation as of March 14 will still remain 

when the tolling provision of the March 14 declaration has expired or is 

otherwise terminated.    
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